SCOTT FISHER
Lighthouse Keeper 1969-1970

The Coast Guard sent Scott Fisher as a Relief Keeper to lighthouses
at Pigeon Point, San Luis Obispo, Piedras Blancas, and Point

Pinos. He got an early out to go to college at MPC, then to the
University of California, Berkeley, majoring in biochemistry, and on to
medical school at UC Irvine.

- —While on duty-at-Point-Pinos;-he remembers the three Coasties who
rotated their 8-hour duties, 4-12, 12-8, or 8-12. Scott was the petty
officer in charge of the station (boatswain mate 3" class) and the
other two were seamen. There were three beds for them in the room
where we now receive visitors. The kitchen area was fully functional,
where they had the luck of taking steaks and other goodies from the
main station to cook. Their duties would include turning on the light
from sunset to sunrise, turning on the foghorn when needed,
chopping the ice plant, painting, and checking the grounds. At that
time, the cypress hedge was not kept trimmed so had grown into
beautiful trees. The city had agreed to mow the lawn.

Rex, a huge Belgian shepherd, stayed around the lighthouse since he
was born there in 1953 and was fed by the Coasties. He had been
hit by a car earlier and walked with a limp. They took him for check-
ups at Fort Ord. The newspaper article tells about this mascot

who died after 17 years at the lighthouse.

The handiwork on the railing into the basement was done by

Scott. Some of the macramé knots he used were called turks head
and basket weave. Visitors comment on the beautiful work and are
glad to have a good grip on the railing.

Our thanks to Scott for adding to our lighthouse history.
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Scott Fisher — Bosin Mate, C.G., Point Pinos duty 1969-70

Scott was on duty at Point Pinos with two others. There were three
beds in the kitchen. They rotated 8-hour duties: 4-12, 12-8, 8-4.
Some of the time they would paint the floor and even the building,
pull up ice plant, turn on the light at night and the fog horn when
foggy. When doing rounds, they would check the grounds and use a
clock-like thing as in the closet upstairs.

Scott said they fed the lighthouse dog, Rex. He was a Belgian
Shepherd and limped because he had been hit by a car. He was
always around the lighthouse.

The lighthouse was open to the public on some weekends. He
remembers the beautiful cypress trees surrounding the lighthouse.
They were not trimmed like a hedge as they were in earlier years.
He believes the city agreed to mow the lawn.

In some of his time, maybe to stay alert at night, Scott did the “fancy
work” (I thought it was called macramé.) on the railing into the
basement. The top section was done in a basket weave, the next in
turks heads, and the bottom part he was never pleased with. (The
visitors really like it all!)

Some of Scott’s other lighthouse time was spent doing relief work at
Pigeon Point, Avila Beach, and Piedras Blancas.

Information gathered by Nancy McDowell with Scott Fisher on
Thursday, November 5, 2009 at the lighthouse.

Scott Fisher

3298 Montecito M___ Drive.

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

707-579-3778
sfisher@me.com
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Pacifie Grove, California
March 2, 1982

Mr. Scott Fisher
2030 48th Ave.
San Francisco, California 94116

Dear Mr. Scotts

This letter is written in resgard to the Point Pinos
Lighthouse,

Last year when you and your wife visited the the Mon-
terey area, you came by the lighthouse, and mentioned that
you had duty there in 1971. The enclosed article about “Rex"
would be around that time. If you have any knowledge about
the last days of this particular dog, it would be appreciat-
ed if you would pass it on to me.

The plan is, to post this article at the lighthouse,
and it should be of interest to visitors.

Hoping you can visit the Monterey area again in the
near future.
B\$S Be ¥ WMNI

i

ohn W, Andersen, Docent
560 Park Place Apt. #1
" Paecific Grove, Calif. 93950




